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PEEFACE 


This work, which is now published, is the Durghatavritti 
to which frequent references are found in the Sabdakaustubha 
and other grammatical treatises. The work has been so 
named, as it is. an exposition (fi%) reconciling those Lakshyas 
(forms of words) and Panini’s Sutras which appear difficult 
to reconcile (5%2) with each other. 

. When Vyakarana treatises devoted chiefly to the consi- 
deration of the propriety of well-known usages of words have 
'at present so far disappeared that only their names seem left 
to us, fortunately this single work of the kind has been 
obtained ; and it has also been made known to the public 
now. Indeed, many other works of the same kind, this book 
cites as authority; e. g., Suddhasubanta, Prasiddhapada, 
Suvarnarekha, Prayogamukhi, — the obtaining of which is 
highly to be desired. Learning by name from this Dur- 
ghatavritti, not only works on Vyakarana, but those of other 
subjectmatter too, many in number, and whose names even 
were not heard of before, surely no votary of Sanskrit will be 
without a longing to know more of them; nor will his 
thoughts remain without running to the gist of the learned 
•saying, 

33% 33% 33% i%fW ” 

Later treatises follow for the most part several of the 

" methods explained in the Durghatavritti for arriving at 
‘Lakshyas’. Objection has been raised in a few places 

against the opinions of the Durghatavritti in the Sabda- 
kaustubha, and other works. But by this, the excellence of 
the Durghatavritti, which is adorned with the variety of 
arguments learnedly set forth in it, does not suffer in the 
least, especially as even those adverse criticisms can be com- 






It is plainly known from the first three slokas of this 
Durgliatavritti that it was composed by Saranadeva in the 
year 1095 'of the (Salivahana) Saka Era. corresponding to 
1172 A. D„ and revised by Sarvarakshita. From the] repeat- 
ed quotations from Budhistic literature, and also from’ the 
introductory prayer of the work being put in the form of a 
salutation to"the Lord as Sarvajna, a synonym for [Buddha, 
we may infer that the author Saranadeva was] [a-] devotee of 
Buddha. As the author speaks of the reviser of his work as 
“ Sri-Sarvarakshita”, with the epithet, Sri, prefixed to the 
name, it appears that Saranadeva had great veneration to- 

wards Sarvarakshita. Therefore Saranadeva was probably a 
disci pie” of Sarvarakshita, or stooc* nearly in that relation. 

One manuscript of this work ( 55 ) was obtained from the 
Sanskrit Library of H. H. The Maharaja of Travancore. 
This is merely a transcript, made 20 years ago, of the Koopa' 
kara Matham manuscript. A second manuscript {%) was 
kindly sent to me by Pandit Anantan&r&yapa Sastri of 
■Vadiyisvaram village, son of the revered scholar, Svami-Dik- 
shita. This manuscript, which appears to be more than 100 
years old, is written in Tamil Grantha character on palm 
leaf ; and some of the letters have disappeared in a few of the 
leaves. It is in accordance with these two manuscripts tha 
I have prepared this edition of the Dnrghatavritti. But o: 
account of errors in the manuscript, the depth of though 
contained in the work, and the large number of referenc 

that had to be made to other books, I underwent great pain 
in examining and preparing the book for publication. 

This Yritti, in which profound thoughts are expresse ’ * 
terse language, certainly requires the assistance of an 
iorate commentary. But I have appended only a few dj 
, re and there, as far as my abilities went and the time 
y disposal permitted. 

Hi ’ , A, 

T. Ganapati Sastri. , i 
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